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Abstract

Surrealist literature, as one of the influential movements of the twentieth century, represents an
endeavor to penetrate the layers of the unconscious and reveal the hidden logic of the human mind.
By merging dream and reality, this school blurs the boundary between the mind and the external
world, creating a space where lived experience, imagination, and memory intermingle. In such a
context, the concept of space transcends its physical limits and transforms into a manifestation of
psychology, gender, and human inner life. This approach provides, not only in literature but also in
other arts including architecture, a framework for rethinking spatial experience. The Blind Owl by
Sadegh Hedayat, as a prominent example of surrealist literature in Iran, creates mysterious and mental
spaces that enable the analysis of concepts such as time, perception, and gender. In this work, the
representation of women plays a central role in shaping psychological and unconscious spaces and
symbolically organizes the spatial structure of the narrative. This study, adopting an interdisciplinary
approach and employing qualitative semiotic analysis, investigates the mental spaces and the
representation of women in The Blind Owl and explores the reflection of its surrealist concepts in the
language of architecture. Through the analysis of the text’s visual and symbolic layers, spatial patterns
resulting from the fusion of reality and dream are extracted and translated into spatial design concepts.
The findings indicate that the application of surrealist concepts in the design process can facilitate the
creation of multi-layered, introspective, and experience-centered spaces in contemporary
architecture—spaces that are not merely functional but reflect the human mind and psyche.
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