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Abstract

In recent decades, women's fiction writing has claimed a significant share of contemporary
literature, and examining the aesthetic techniques in their writings can open a window into
understanding the mental and cognitive mechanisms governing the literary creation process.
Therefore, the present study, based on the assumption that women writers draw upon relatively
similar cognitive patterns in constructing similes, conducts a comparative analysis of the use of
simile in two works: The Acrid Taste of Persimmon by Zoya Pirzad and Maut al-Baja'a (Death of
the Swan) by Haifa Bitar. The question is: What similar outcome can be extracted from the stories
of Zoya Pirzad and Haifa Bitar regarding the conceptual network of similes? And what reading can
be derived from the similarities and differences in the application of similes by these two authors?
In this study, using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on the concept of “coherence”
relations in Tiegard’s theory, the simile networks have been analyzed based on the components of
“supportive” and “oppositional” relations. The results of the study indicate that the authors have
acted similarly in shaping coherence patterns, selecting types of targets, density, and the level of
simile networks in women’s writing. The striking similarities in the cognitive patterns of simile in
the works of two women writers from different languages and cultures point to the existence of
shared mental models that originate from their lived experiences, gendered unconscious, and similar
ways of perceiving and conceptualizing the world.
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